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Á   P H O T O G R A P H  C O U R T E S Y  O F  R I C H A R D  D R U M M O N D  D AV I S  A R C H I T E C T S

D A L L A S

R I C H A R D  D R U M M O N D  D A V I S  A R C H I T E C T S

Dallas

Dallas, where everything, indeed, is bigger and bolder, embodies 
many travelers’ impressions of the state—from cowboys (and the 
Cowboys) to glitzy shopping venues and sprawling residences. Dig a 
little deeper, and discover close-knit, magnolia-lined neighborhoods 
that pay homage to classical architecture.
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The stately splendor of this 
English manor house in Dallas 
speaks to Richard Davis’ 
commitment to design excellence.

D A L L A S A R C H I T E C T
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R I C H A R D  D R U M M O N D  D A V I S  A R C H I T E C T S

History comes alive when the award-
winning team at Richard Drummond Davis 
Architects brings its extraordinary design 
sensibilities to high-end residential projects 
that never fail to transport clients.

166 /  167

Creating the architecture of his clients’ dreams, Richard Drummond 
Davis has said, is his life’s work. In doing so, the Dallas-based architect 

has brought the past into the present with an understanding and 

authenticity in his design that manages to honor the forms and details of 

revival and period architecture while creating the spaces, amenities and 

luxuries desired in houses of the 21st century. Along the way, his full-service 

architecture firm, which he launched in 1977, has earned a national 

reputation in high-end residential design for integrating the classical 

elegance of period architecture and clean contemporary design with 

modern comforts, cutting-edge home technology and the highest quality 

building materials. “In eighth grade my English teacher asked the class to 

write about a career,” says Davis, a Princeton graduate who studied under 

renowned post-modernist, Michael Graves. “I wrote about being an 

“We get input from the 
client, interior designer, 
landscape architect … 
and we refine, refine, 
refine. We never quit 
until it’s perfect.”

A movable glass 
wall creates an open, 
airy aesthetic to this 
contemporary living and 
dining space, bringing 
the outdoors inside.

Á   P H O T O G R A P H  B Y  C H A R L E S  S M I T H    I N S E T  B Y  M I C H A E L  H U N T E R
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architect. I was always drawing and 

building things back then. I still do today.” 

The difference is that, today, Davis and his 

award-winning team are delivering 

residential dreams to A-list clients: a Greek 

Revival home for a Texas governor; a 

Northern European Baroque-style estate 

for a renowned transplant surgeon; a 

French Chateaux-style house for a Texas 

Rangers pitcher; and luxury residences for 

three billionaires on Forbes’ 400 list. Over 

the years, the firm has designed more than 

400 residences that encompass most 

period American and European revival 

styles, as well as modern and Texas 

regional styles.

PAST PERFECT
It is not the size of a project that stirs 

Davis’ creative passion. When asked to 

discuss some of his greatest successes to 

date, he points to the design of an 

intimate 3,000-square-foot French 

Normandy manor house in Highland Park. 

“I look up at the front façade, and I am 

transported to the Normandy 

countryside,” he says. Time and again, 

clients are transported in much the same 

way through the firm’s beautifully 

proportioned design, superior 

craftsmanship and attention to detail. In 

addition, Davis has turned heads for his 

equally thoughtful and beautifully 

proportioned commercial work, including 

the clubhouse for Dallas National Golf 

Club, which was done in a contemporary 

Texas Hill Country style. His unique 

process, during which he’ll sketch plans 

for the exterior and interior of a project in 

front of the client, speaks to the 

communication and collaboration at the 

heart of the Davis brand. His team also is 

involved from initial design through 

completion of construction, or, as Davis 

says, until “the last flower is planted.”

  | rddavisarchitect.com

Á     C A P T I O N S  &  C R E D I T S

01.The simplest touches can exude elegance, as evidenced by the dramatic design of this gently 
curved contemporary staircase. 02.This two-story outdoor loggia and covered porch gives a 
Tuscan-style ambience to the pool it overlooks. 03.Dusk se� les over this classical French house, an 
example of Richard Davis design at its best. 04.A dedication to exquisite cra� smanship, as seen in 
this Italian Mediterranean loggia, is a hallmark of Richard Drummond Davis Architects. 

01.Dan Piassick 02.James Wilson 03.Dan Piassick 04.John Granen
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